
community Providing students with opportunities 

'There is a lot of outside to explore the local community IS 

expertise that I think we empowering for them It gives them 

need to be tapping into more access to information about resources 
available in the community, and 

frequently. ' strategies to pursue in situations of 

Community agencies are experienced 
in many of the issues which are cen- 
tral to the lives and the educational 
outcomes of students. 

Working with these agencies is hen- 
eficial to schools because: 
+ students respond well to workers 

outside the school community; 

working with community 
organisations helps students to 
feel that their work is recognised 
outside the school-by their 
peers, teachers and the broader 
community; 

students feel that they can talk 
more freely with workers outside 
the school about issues they may 
be facmg; and 

teachers can access the skills and 
resources of these agencies. 

Encouraging student 
participation works 

"The first day when he 
showed his work to the 
class, he just stood up there 
and beamed." 
(Teacher) 

Student participation, by giving stu- 
dents greater control over their own 
learning, helps them to he more com- 
mitted to learning and to achieve in 
accordance with their own strengths. 

Not all students respond well to tra- 
ditional classroom activities. Stu- 
dents who are struggling may ben- 
efit from ways of learning which 
build on their interests. Student par- 
ticipation gives them the opportunity 
to use their creativity, and to respond 

risk. 

Students working in cooperative ways 
with one another helps to strengthen 
friendships and improve the cohesive- 
ness of a group: this in turn leads to 
reduced levels of conflict. 

Involving students in formulating 
their own rules about interacting with 
each other can help to improve 
behaviour among students. 

Students who are less adept at writ- 
ing activities enjoy the change from 
regular programs. This can improve 
their class attendance as well as their 
interest and involvement in other 
activities. 

Students feel empowered by the pro- 
grams and this can help them to be 
more open about their thoughts on 
those things they would like to see 
changed in the school environment. 

Exploring real-life issues 
is meaningful 

"She was getting involved 
more in classroom activities 
and completing work 
assignments ... she was 
always out of class but now 
she is more on track, more 
focused in doing things. " 
(Teacher) 

Many students respond better to a 
school curriculum which explores 
real-life issues. 

Programs which emphasise real 
issues allow students to change their 
behaviour and apply it to other situa- 
tions. For example, they can apply 

fam~ly relationships This can help 
students to stay on and achieve at 
school, because they get poslttve re- 
inforcement of their work from their 
parents, peers, and other teachers. 

Exploring real-life issues allows the 
students to reflect on, and learn more 
about, the workings of society. 

Ways to increase student 
participation 

"You don't have to sit down 
writing all of the time, we go 
out and we do other things 
as well. " 
(Student) 

Doing 'other things' includes: 
students choosing topics by 
carrying out a survey or other 
research in their school or local 
community to identify the issues 
of most concern to young people; 

. students and teachers discussing 
which school subjects can be 
used to study the topic area 
chosen; and 

students and teachers discussing 
how the program will be carried 
out and assessed. 

Student participation 
programs-recipes for 
success 

"That was the beauty of the 
program, it geared into their 
self-esteem, it gave them a 
chance to do things they 
were good at." 
(Teacher) 

The work students are required to do 
needs to he relevant to their needs and 
interests. 
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Families and School Support 
Team (FASST) 
32 Federal Street 
Footscray Vic 3011 
Ph: (03) 9688 5087 
Provides small-group activities for 
young people in schools in the areas 
of communication skills, conflict 
resolution and anger management. 
It is funded until December 1998. 

Languages and Multicultural 
Education Resource Centre 
217 Church Street 
Richmond Vic 3121 
Ph: (03) 9429 6699 
Offers a range of books and other 
cuniculum materials for teachers on 
a variety of subjects, including rac- 
ism, violence and conflict resolution, 
gender issues, social justice, self-es- 
teem and participatory learning. It 
also provides database services, bib- 
liographies of specialist areas within 
the collection, displays and referrals 
to other information networks. 

Local councils and shires 
May be able to offer information 
and referral on mediation trainers 
working in the community. 

Peer Support Foundation 
PO Box l 7  
Ashburton Vic 3147 
Ph: (03) 9885 8956 
Runs workshops for teachers and 
parents in training students in peer 
mediation. A charge is involved, hut 
where financial difficulties occur, 
the Peer Support Foundation is gen- 
erally able to raise funds from other 
sources. 



West Education Centre Inc. 
38 Kingsville Street 
West Footscray Vic 3012 
Ph: (03) 9314 3011 
Offers school-based professional de- 
velopment sessions on a range of 
social issues for teachers of all class 
levels. Sessions can also be individu- 
ally tailored to the needs of the 
school. Topics include: dealing with 
school violence; appreciating diver- 
sity; positive self-esteem develop- 
ment; behaviour guidance and sup- 
porling open communication. 

Youth Affairs Council of 
Victoria 
250 Gore Street 
Fitzroy Vic 3065 
Ph: (03) 9419 9122 
Provides information, resources and 
referral on issues relating to young 
people. Members receive a regular 
newsletter which includes valuable 
information on issues relevant to 
young people such a s  suicide,  
homelessness, health issues, welfare 
issues and sexual abuse. 

Personal Safety 
program resources 
Personal Safety Program 
70 Altona Street 
West Heidelberg Vic 3081 
Ph: (03) 9458 3566 
A number of resources suitable for 
primary and secondary students, 
which can be used to teach the Per- 
sonal Safety Program include: 
. personal safety statement 

posters; - 'feeling photos'-poster-sized 
photos plus instructions; . lesson plans and storybooks for 
primary students; 

. workbooks for secondary 
students; 
resource book for primary 
teachers; and . videos on personal safety issues 
for primary and secondary 
students. 

Women's Health in the South 
East 
PO Box 1278 
Frankston Vic 3199 
Ph: (03) 9783 3211 

Respect yourself, protect your- 
self training manual 
Designed for secondary teachers, the 
manual covers issues related to vio- 
lence and young women, including 
gender and violence, women's health 
and violence, tips for teaching anti- 
violence strategies and peer educa- 
tion. 

Mental Health Library 
Clinical Services Centre 
Royal Park Hospital 
Park Street 
Parkville, Vic 3052 
Ph: (03) 9342 2574 

Victoria's Mental Health 
Services Youth Suicide 
Prevention Information Kit 
Contains information leaflets de- 
signed for general use. 




