Availability

Brotherhood of St Laurence library

All reports can be read at no cost at the Brotherhood of St
Laurence Library, first floor. 67 Brunswick Street Fitzroy,
or obtained on inter library loan through your own library.
The video, Life Chances, can be borrowed at a cost of $10
through the Library or purchased through Film Australia.

Brotherhood of St Laurence publications

Reports can be purchased at the Brotherhood of St Laurence,
67 Brunswick Street Fitzroy 3065. Mail orders must be
accompanied by a cheque/money order (payable to
Brotherhood Publications), or an order form. The
Brotherhood accepts all major credit cards, and telephone
and facsimile orders are welcome.

Phone: (03) 9483 1383 Fax: (03) 9417 2691

Reports

Qry Title cost toral
___ Access for growth 51000 ____
_____ What chance a job? $10.00
. Beyond the city $10.00 _____

Disadvantage and children of immigrants $14.50
Unequal lives? Low income and

the life chances of three year-olds $16.00
__ Kids and kindergarten $10.00 __
_ Issues of childrearing and poverty

among Asian immigrants $6.00
. Setof 5 Life Chances reports $50.00
— Postage $2.50

Donations welcome

TOTALDUE $
PAYMENT DETAILS:  NaMe......ccooircvermirerecsceenmccseresssessecesesns
ADAIESS.....vccrienieie ettt sesesseeses s ss st banrebassesseseen
Tel (W) cconrrmcecccrncencessenncenns Tel (M)t neiceen
Order number (when applicable).........coccuuvivnvcnemiccricisciinines
Please charge 10 account of .........ooiicininrccncnrnccceseeenns
| enclose my: Cheque D Money Order
made out to BROTHERHOOD PUBLICATIONS
s n{ i [ W i
Signature

Life chances of children research reports
The following complete set of five reports $50 (save $6.00)

Kids and kindergarten: access to preschool in Victoria

Janet Taylor, 1997
Looks at the preschool and child care experiences of the children the year
before they commence school. 52 pages  $10.00

Unequal lives: low income and the life chances of three-

year-olds Tim Gilley and Janet Taylor, 1995
Examines the lives of the children and their families looking at the children's
health and development, family stress and support, employment, housing,
use of services and family income. The situation of the children in low
income families are compared with those in more affluent families.

173 pages $16.00

Beyond the city: access to services for mothers and babies
Tim Gliley, 1994

Residents on the fringe of large cities face very different problems and
opportunities to those of residents of the inner suburbs. This study reports
on the different experiences of mothers in accessing health and community
services during their pregnancies, at birth, and for their babies.

52 pages  $10.00

What chance a job? employment of parents with young
children Tim Gliley, 1993

The additional employment gained by the Life chances families as mothers
returned to work was far from evenly shared. Case studies reveal the factors
contributing to such unequal outcomes. 40 pages  $10.00

Access for growth Tim Gllley, 1993

Documents access to health and community services in inner Melbourne

used by mothers during pregnancy, birth, and the child's early months of

life. Experiences are compared across socio-econornic groups, revealing

the pressures, the informal networks and adequacy of services used.
70 pages  510.00

QOther publications

Disadvantage and children of immigrants: a longitudinal
study Janet Taylor and Helen MacDonald, 1994

This report explores the situation of children in immigrant (including
refugee) families during the early 1990s in relation to low income and other
aspects of disadvantage. It reviews the Australian literature, looks at national
statistics and presents the immigrant families from the Life Chances Study.
Published by the Bureau of Immigration and Population Research.

73 pages  S14.50

Issues of childrearing and poverly among Asian

immigrants Janet Taylor, 1994

This paper considers some issues of childbirth and childrearing for a group
of Asian immigrant and refugee families from diverse backgrounds and
income groups. Drawing on the first stage of the Life Chances Study. it
looks at the situation and experiences of 33 Asian-born mothers with young
babies. 22 pages  $6.00
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A particular contribution

The Brotherhood of St Laurence seeks not only to offer

services but to understand and counter the sources of poverty

and disadvantage. The Life Chances of Children Study seeks

to understand and better protect one of the most important

but vulnerable groups in our society — our children. This

important longitudinal study makes a unique contribution
_to knowledge of Australian families in the 1990s.

The study has received major support from the Victorian
Health Promotion Foundation, the Bureau of Immigration
and Population Research, the George Adams Estate and
the Research and Development Grants Advisory Council
(RADGACQ).

Qur aims

®  to examine over an extended period of time the life
opportunities and life outcomes of a small group of
Australian children, including the influences of so-
cial, economic and environmental factors on
children’s lives;

e  to compare the lives of children in families on low
incomes with those in more affluent circumstances;

e o contribute to the development of government and
community intervention to improve the lives of
Australian children, particularly those in disadvan-
taged circumstances.

The children and their families

The children in thé Life Chances Study were born in 1990
in two adjoining inner Melbourne municipalities. They are
broadly representative of all children born in those suburbs
and live in familie§ which are very diverse. They include
low-income and high-income families, families with two
parents employed and those with no employed parents,
those in government high-rise flats and those in private
detached houses, recent refugee families and those with
Australian-born parents. We are keeping contact with the
families as they move away from the inner suburbs.

|nterviews have been conducted so far
as follows:

e Interviews with the mothers of 167 children when
the children were about six months old.

e In addition, 23 small group discussions were held
in four outer areas with mothers of children about
six months of age to explore whether they faced
different issues from those of families in inner ur-
ban Melbourne.

e A second interview was conducted with mothers
when the children were 18 months old. '

e A third interview with mothers was conducted when
the children were between two and a half and three
years of age. The fathers of many of the children
were also interviewed briefly.

e When the children were aged about five, the moth-
ers were interviewed to consider their experience
of kindergarten services.

e The fifth stage was undertaken when the children
were about six years of age to explore their progress
in their first year or two of school. This involved

" contact with mothers, fathers, teachers and the chil-
dren themselves. Contact was made with 148 of the
original 167 children.

The main focus of these interviews has been to collect in-
formation on mothers’ assessments of the children’s health
and well-being, their views of the children’s future pros-
pects and information about the family’s situation, includ-
ing their social and economic circumstances. Of particular
interest have been the income, employment and housing

situation of families, their use of services and a range of .

measures of family and child well-being.

We wish to acknowledge
the very special and central contribution the
Life Chances families have made to the study.

Achievements so far

B> Collection of data over a six-year period, with most of
the families remaining with the study.

B> The broad dissemination of the study’s findings to
decision makers through:

e Published research reports (see over)
Unpublished reports
Chapters in books
Conference presentations
Articles in a range of publications
Media coverage of report findings
A 55-minute documentary film ‘Life Chances’
involving seven of the families in the study
(Film Projects and SBS)

P> Communication of findings related to services to
local service providers.

B> Direct advocacy work on behalf of people on low
incomes has included:
e Submission to the Commonwealth Government’s
white paper on employment opportunities.

o Input into State Government policy on the
Maternal and Child Health Service.

e Public advocacy on the need to improve public
transport

o Publicity about the impact of increased
kindergarten fees.

P> Communication of findings to the families
involved in the study.

Future plans
We hope to maintain contact with the Life Chances
families as the children progress through primary school.



