
Ken Lewis shows the old and new bathroom facilities in a West Ceelong home. 

Because of the similar~ty be- 
tween the two services the 

The V~ctorlan Mln~stry of Hous- M~nlstry has allocated $20 000 to 
ing has started a Home Renova- the Brotherhood to continue the 
tion Service, similar to  the Home Improvement Service for 
Brotherhood's Home Improve- the next year. 
ment Service. The Brotherhood's service was 

The Ministry's Service provides started in 1979 in West Geeldng as 
help, advice and low interest loans an experiment to help older 
for low income home owners in 12 o e o ~ l e  to stav in their own homes . . 
inner suburbs. as long as possible. 
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If by chance you receive two copies of 'Action', could you please 
let us know so that we can adjust our records. 

As one person described her 
reasons for using it, ' l  was pretty 
sceptical about tradesmen and 
after my husband died I didn't 
have the money.' 

Ken Lewis, co-ordinator of the 
Service, arranged f o r  t h e  
necessary improvements, includ- 
ing an inside toilet and other 
bathroom facilities. The Brother- 
hood has made the money avail- 
able at low interest to be repaid 
from the estate or if the house is  
sold. 

Only a few people have taken 
advantage of the low interest 
loans as most are able, and in fact 
prefer, to  pay the cost themselves. 

The most common requests are 
for general repairs such as new 
window sashes, small plumbing 
jobs or new weatherboards. Other 
jobs done have included the 
removal of old, high sided baths 
which are difficult and dangerous 
for older people. They are replac- 
ed with a flexible handpiece. 

Only qualified tradesmen are 
employed and three quotes are 
obtained for each job. This en- 
sures that the best job is done at 
the best price. 'For one painting 
job I had three quotes of $1 560, 
$980 and $960,' Ken Lewis said. 

A Gardening Service is also 
popular with people who find they 
can no longer cope with keeping 
their garden under control. 

All donations of $2 and over 
include a subscription to ACTION. 
ACTION is published bi-monthly 
and contains information,on Brother- 
hood activitiesincludingall new p u b  
lications. Editorial responsibility i s  
accepted by Dyranda Prevost. 67 
Brunswick Street, Fitzroy. 

If you are moving, please let us 
know your new address so that we 
can continue t o  send 'Action' t o  
you regularly. 


