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elcorne to the W Brotherhood of St 
Laurence History 

Seminar. The aim OF today is 
to allow us to look critically 
at  the past social policy, 
research and advocacy work 
of the Brotherhood. In doing 
s o  we will discover what 
lessons we can learn From 
the past and how these 
lessons can usefully inform our 
present and future practice. 
We hope you have an 
inspiring and enjoyable day. 

Alison McClelland 
Director 
Social Policy and Research 



History 
Seminar 12- l.15pm 

Program 

This year the 1 1 - 11.30am 
Registration and refreshments 

Brotherhood 
11.30- 11.40am 

celebrates Opening: BIS~OP Mlchael Chaiien, 

sixty years of fxecuti;e ~lrector, Brotherhood 
of St Laurence 

service in 
Introduction: Allson McClelland, 

Victoria. Director, Social policy and Re- 
search, Brothethood of St Laurence 

BRST SESSION 
The 19405,505 and 60s 
Chair: Alison McClelland 

Guest speaker: janet Paterson 
T o p i c l e  Brotherhood's vlews of 
poverty and its initiatives in research 
and soclal action during this period'. 

Guest panellists: Mlchael Challen, 
Elaine Martin, Davld Scott 

8 General discussion 

Lunch 

SECOND SESSION 
The 1970s and 80s 
Chair: Jenny Trethewey 

Guest speakers 
First guest speakec Connie Benn 
Topic: 'How the Family Centre Project 
changed the image of poverty, and 
Its contribution to research and soclai 
action'. 

Second guest speakec Peter Alien 
T o p i c l e  BSL's shift of focus to 
issues such as unemployment and 
taxation during this period'. 

Short break 

Guest panellists: Hayden Raysmlth, 
Tricia Harper, ian Manning 

&General discussion 

Closing remarks: Allson McCIelland 

Afternoon tea 



Biographies - 

Peter AIIen 
was director 

of Social 
Policy and 
Research 

at the 
Brotherhood 

between 
1982 and 

1985. 

PETER ALLEN oversaw the Brother- 
hood's flrst ventures Into analysls of 
broader ewnomlc Issues affecting people 
on low Income, such as taxatlon and 
employment pollcy. He jolned Comm- 
unity Services Vlctorla in 1985 and has 
held pollcy development and planning 
roles there in anumber of areas, lncludlng 
Dlsablllty Sentlces and Chlld Protection 
Pdlcy Development. He has worked as a 
consultant In the areas of research, pollcy. 
job creation program development and 
communlty lnformatlon systems 
development. He Is currently Deputy 
Secretary for the Department of Health 
and Communlty Services. 

CONCEITA BENN was Dlrector of 
Social Pollcy and Research at the 

Brotherhood from 1978 to 1982, where she was Instrumental In 
establlshlng the Famlly Centre ~roj&t. She has 33 years of experience 
as acaseworker, researcher, pollcy development worker. teacher and 
admlnlstrator. Her past roles Include head oftheschool ofSoclal Work 
at the Phllllp lnstltute of Technology, Deputy-Dlrector General of 
Communlty Services Vlctorla and Professor of Soda1 Work at 
Melbourne Unlverslty. 

She Is currently Chairperson of the Adult Cornmunlty and Further 
Education Board and Vlce-President of the North West Hospltal of 
Management. 

Bishop 
Michael 

Challen was 
appointed 
Executive 

Director 
of the 

Brotherhood 
of St Laurence 

in 1991. 

Born and ordalned In Melbourne. 

MlCHAEL CHALLEN mwed to the 
Dlocese of Perth In 197 1. WWle there he 
chalred the Commonwealth Govcrn- 
ment's Soclal Securlty Advlsory Councll 
and the Advlsory Board for the West 
Australian Welfare and Communlty 
Servlces Revlew. He was consecrated 
Blshop In 1978 and was Assistant Blshop 
of Perth from 1978 to 1990. Blshop 
Challen Is presldent of the Vlctorlan 
Councll of Soclal Servlce and a member of 
the General Synod Sda l  ResponslMltles 
Commlsslon. He is a long-standlng 
advocate of Aborlglnai justice Issues and 
belleves it Is vltal that the Church 
contlnues to  make llnks between 
theology and sodal justlce. 

TRlCIA HARPERIS currently Deputy DIrectoroftheVlctorlan Councll 
of Sdal  Service (VCOSS). She was Instrumental In establlshlng the 
Natlonal Coundl for the Slnde Mother and her Chlld and In the 
mld-late 1980s was dlrector of Long Term Pollcy Development at the 
Vlctwlan Dewrtment of CommunltvServIces. In thls posltlon she had 
responslblllty for the development and passage of mqor new 
leglslatlon and thedevelopment by theCommonwealth Gwernment 
of the Chlld Support Scheme. In 1939-90 Trlda was responslMe for 
establlshlng thevlctorlan Community Servlces IndustryStudy, amalor 
survey of 2000 non-government organlsatlons. In 1991 -92 she was 
Dlrectwof Law and Justlce In thevlctorlan Department of Prernler and 
Cablnet. 



lan Manning 
is Deputy 
Executive 

Director of 
the Social 

Policy Unit of 
the National 

Institute of 
Economic 

and Industry 
Research. 

[ A N  MANNING worked as Senlor 
Project Offlcer for the Commonwealth 
Commlsslon of lnqulry Into Poverty and 
has since carrled out research across the 
whole range of economlc analysls. 
lncludlng a malor report on houslng 
futures for the Australlan populatlon. 
Between 1986 and 1992 he' was a 
member of the Sodal Responsibllltles 
Comrnlsslon of the General Synod of the 
Angllcan Church In Australia. In 1989 he 
was a Consultant on the Cathollc Bishops' 
Committee for justlce, Development and 
Peace project on wealth. Hls partlcular 
Interests Include household economics 
and the effects of social securlty and 
taxatlon on low-Income households. 

ELAINE MAfUlNldned the Brotherhood In l%3 as the first social 
worker appolnted In a research capadty. In that year she produced 
'Hlgh rents and low Incomes', a study of the houslng proMems 
suffered by low-Income famllles. In 1964 she produced 'Hlgh llvlng', 
a study of famlly llfe In high rlse Rats. In 1973 she moved to Adeialde. 
where she contlnued to work with communlty agencies. She Jdned 
Flinders Unlverslty In 1974 where she Is a past dean of the School of 
Social Sclences and currently Senlor Lecturer in Soclal Admlnlstratlon. 
Slnce jolnlng the unlverslty she has continued to malntaln her 
involvement wlth agency-based soclal research. 

]ANET PAII%ON besame the Brotherhood's flrst Dlrector of 
Research and Soclal Action in 1%5, and was Instrumental in the 
establishment of the Rrst famlly plannlng cllnlc in Melbourne to offer 
a hlgh quallty cornprehenslve servlce to the puMlc. Between 1970 
and 1974, she worked for the National Health Servlce In London 
developlngvoluntaryse~lces. In 1975 she was appolnted toestabllsh 

the Department of Welfare at the Canbera College of Technical and 
Further Education. She has worked as policy advlsor to Senator Don 
Grlmes, and as a freelance consultant, and In 1985 she joined the 
Department of Premler and Cablnet as a pollcy advlsor. She Iscurrently 
Involved In work wlth houslng for elderly people, as Presldent of 
Wintrlngham hostels and Vice-Presldent of the Rldvnond AbbeyReld 
Soclety. 

Hayden HAM)EN R A Y S m  developed the 
pllot whlch led to Austraila's flrst 

Raysmith is comm"nltv develo~ment ~rolect, the . . . . 
one of the Australlan Asslstance Plan. He ldned the 

Brotherhmd as co-ordinator of the Actlon 
pioneers and Resource Cenh ( fmerlv the Famllv 

community Centre) between 1974 and 1978. HIS 
former roles Included Executlve Dlrector 
of VCOSS, Dlrecta of Youth Affalrs for the 

in Australia State Government and Dlrector of 
Statewlde Operatlons In the Department 

and was of Health. He currently undertakes 

Australia's consultancy work In the areas of publlc 

first social health and organlsatlonal change. 

planner. 
DAVlD SCOn joined the Brotherhood 
In 1953 to asslst hls uncle. Father Gerard 
Tucker. Durlng the 1960s he spent much 
of hls t h e  developlng Community Ald 

Abroad as Its first Drector. In 1969 he became the first lay Dlrector of 
the Brotherhood and remalned In that role untll 198 1. Durlng his t h e  
as Dlrector he was responsible for the development of a number of 
lnnovatlve servlces and the expansion of the Brotherhood's work In 
sodal pollcy and research. In 1981 he founded the magazlne 
'Austrllan Soclety'. He was Commlssloner for the Envlronrnent 
between 1985 and 1992 and Is currently chalrman of the Land 
Conservation Coundi, a posltlon he has held since 1984. 


